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1 . AT A JUST-COMPLETED JOINT CONVENTION IN RIMINI, THE SECOND 
AND THIRD LARGEST OF THE AUTONOMOUS (INDEPENDENT) UNIONS OF 
TEACHERS AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES (SNASE AND SAMI) MERGED, AND VOTED 
TO MERGE INTO THE LARGEST AUTONOMOUS TEACHERS' UNION 
DURING JUNE. SNASE SECRETARY GENERAL MICHELE TRICARICO WAS 
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ELECTED SECGEN OF THE NEW INTERIM UNION SAMI-SNASE, WHICH WILL 
HAVE ABOUT 50,000 MEMBERS, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. HE AND 
OTHER SAMI-SNASE OFFICERS WILL BECOME MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
OF SNALS, WHEN SAMI-SNASE IS DISSOLVED INTO SNALS NEXT 
MONTH. PRESS ESTIMATES PRESENT SNALS STRENGTH AT 150,000 
OR 200,000 ONCE THE MERGER IS COMPLETED, OUT OF ABOUT A 
MILLION TEACHERS. ACCORDING TO THE SAM PRESS REPORT, 
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CISL AND CGIL TEACHERS' UNIONS HAVE 130,000 AND 100,000 
MEMBERS, RESPECTIVELY, AND ABOUT HALF A MILLION ARE UN- 
ORGANIZED, LEAVING ABOUT 70,000 TO DIVIDE AMONG THE SMALL 
UIL TEACHERS' UNION AND THE OTHER SMALL AUTONMOUS UNIONS 
WHICH HAVE NOT YET DECIDED TO JOIN SNALS. 

2. ADDRESSING THE SAMI-SNASE INAGURAL CONVENTION, SNALS 
SECRET ART GENERAL VINCENZO RIENZI SAID, " WE ARE MAKING THIS 
GREAT (OR BIG) UNION NOT TO DEFEND PRIVILEGES WE DO NOT HAVE, 

BUT TO BLOCK IN THE SCHOOLS THE INFECTION OF THE TOT ALI 
TARIAN IDEOLOGIES WHICH MARX’S PROMOTERS HAVE DIFFUSED, GE- 
NERATING THE RED BRIGADES." 

3. COMMENT.BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. THIS MERGER IS AN 
IMPORTATNT SUCCESS IN THE EFFORT TO UNIFY THE SCATTERED, IN- 
DEPENDENT, GENERALLY ANTI-MARXIST, BREAD-AND-BUTTER ORIENTED, 
"AUTONOMOUS" TRADE UNIONS, IN THE FACE OF THREATS OF POSSIBLE 
CGIL-CISL-UIL AND/OR GOI ACTION TO RESTRICT STRIKE 
TECHNIQUES AND FURTHER LIMIT THEIR RECOGNITION AND COLLECTIVE 
BARGAIING PARTICIPATION. CASSIO PIETRANGELI, HEAD OF THE 
MILITANT AUTONOMOUS RAIL UNION FISAFS. TOLD US RECENTLY 

THAT HIS UNION WILL SOON MERGE INTO CISAL, THE LARGEST OF 
THE AUTONOMOUS UNION GROUPINGS, AND WILL BE JOINED BY 
SEVERAL OTHER AUTHONOMOUS UNIONS WHICH WILL BREAK AWAY FROM 
UNSA, THE SECOND LARGEST AUTONOMOUS UNION GROUPING. 
(PIETRANGELI RECENTLY FAILED TO PERSUADE UNSA TO MERGE WITH 
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CISAL.) SHOULD THIS HAPPEN, AND SNAILS SUBSEQUENTLY JOIN 
CISAL, THE QUTONOMOUS UNIONS WOULD BE MOST OF THE WAY TO 
ACHIEVING THEIR LONG-PROCLAIMED GOAL OF UNIFYING INTO A 
SINGEL CONFDERATION OPPOSED TO SUBORDINATION WITH 
THE COMMUNISTS. THE QUTONOMOUS UNIONS WOULD REMAIN LARGELY 
LIMITED TO PUBLIC SERVICE AND TRANSPORT. AND NEARLY NON- 
EXISTANT AMONG INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. GARDNER 
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